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Kernmendine, which was, however,, successfully repulsed by the
garrison under Major Yates and by the flotilla. Repeated attacks
were made during the day, but with the same result, and a bold
attempt after dark to float fire-rafts down the stream against the
shipping at Rangoon was frustrated by the skill and bravery of the
men-of-war's men. In the afternoon of the 1st, a reconnaissance
of the enemy's left was made by a detachment of the 13th Foot
and the 18th Native Infantry under Major Sale, which broke
through their entrenchments, and, after killing a number of the
enemy, destroyed their works. The same day was marked by two
or three other successful skirmishes on the part of the British, but
with these exceptions, and the reply to the enemy's fire by the
artillery, nothing was attempted for a few days, Sir Archibald's
policy being to encourage the Burmese to trust themselves com-
pletely within his reach. On the 3rd and 4th, therefore, the
Burmese continued to push their position closer to the British
lines unopposed. On the 5th they were so close tKat it was
impossible for them to escape from a defeat, and Sir A. Campbell
perceived that the right moment had come to strike a decisive
blow.

With this view he ordered a division of the gunboats up the
Pazundaung creek to attack the enemy in flank and keep their
attention engaged in that quarter. At the same time he des-
patched two columns from the Rangoon side, one 800 strong, under
Major Sale, and the other of 500, under Major Walker, against the
enemy's left.

The columns advanced at 7 A.M. That under Major Walker
was the first to come into action. The enemy began by offering
some resistance, but the stockade being carried at the point of
the bayonet, they quickly broke and fled: our casualties were
few, but Major Walker was among the killed. The other column
being equally successful completed the overthrow of the Burmese,
the whole of whose left was driven in scattered parties from the
field, leaving numbers of dead on the ground and all their guns
and military stores in the hands of the British.

Bandula made no attempt to recover this position, but, collect-
ing the fugitives on his right and centre, continued to sap up to
the Shwe Dagon Pagoda, until his trenches approached eo close that